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The German invasion of Poland

EEPTENMBER [R322

The Sccond World War was among che most descroctive conflicis in lnman
]':.i?tq_n'g.'; it e [15;&11 Ff]l'[!r'-ﬁ-ih. I:11i||i-:’tl|:| Sﬂ.ll.'l.ll.'.r.‘;. :,'|:r_||;| :_:i'-':i]:ian5 Pt‘[iﬁhr_‘d.l many in_
ciccumscances of prelonped and hoccifeing covelty, During the 2,174 days of
war between the Cerman arcack o Paland in Seprember sgi9 and the surrengder
al Japan in August 1948, e Tar the largest number of those killed., whether in
barctle or behind the lines, were wnknown by name or face excepr 1o those fowr
who knaw ar lnded them; yec in many cases, pechaps also oumbering in e
millions, even those whe mighe in later vears have cemembered 2 victim were
chemse ves wiped our. Moc cnly Foroy-six million lives, buc che sabrane life and
Fvelibined which ehew had induwrired, amd maghe bave cE op their deseendams,
weree bletted vot: 7 hencage of work and jor. of strupgple and creativior, of
Icaring, hapes and happuness, which no one would ever wberic ar pass an.

havitalle, brcanse they wers the war™s principal sulfeeces, s the williong
o victims whe fill 50 many of these pages, Many of them can be, and are,
named; it is they, and the wnnanied men, wonen and children whose cragedy is
the binzer legaey of (e war, Thoere is enorage, oo, in theke ages; the courage
of soldizms, saillurs and airmen, the courage of pactisans ancd resistance Aeheers,
and the covurage of chose whe, staving naked and wichour strength or weapons,
woere st b their destls.

Who was che first viceim of 2 war chat was te claim mees than fertv-six
million vicrims: He was an vnbnows posoner i one of Adolf |litler's
concgntration wimps, magse proba by s common ceiminal. laan amempe i meake
aerm Any sem the iInnocent vicor of Polish agﬁﬂexxinn, i hadd s sl ressed in
3 Palish vnitorm, caken 1o che German Eoancer towo of $Slemvicz, anc shor on
the cvenitg of 91 Apgase 130 ly the Gesiapa i a biacee faked "Polish aack!
an the luecal radio staden. Qo the fellowing muerning, 3z German rroops [egan
their advance into Poland, Hiller gave, as one of his reasans for the iovasicn,
‘the attack by regular Talish troeps am the Gleiwiez ransmiter™.

In honour of the 55 Chicl whe had helped o devise che Cleviz deception,
it had been given the cede name Opernion Himmler, Onothar same cvening of
August 31, the Sovier Union, Sermany™ ally of Tuss than o week, had Aually
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heen wicterizns 120 108 e sl che Japarese an e .Edlviu:t—h-{q:rlguliﬂn Esr-
derlands, as Sovier forces, commanded by General Zhukor, destroyed the lam
resistance of che 3iach Japaness Army af Khalklon Col. As one war ended,
anacher bepan, known ro history as the Second World Wac.

The Cierman advance into Peland on 1 Scpember 1959 was mis o repeat of
the wactics ol the First "Woold War of 1914—1 8. Then, intantrymen, aslvancing
toerardds cach snher unl coughn i a liwe of trenches, had mounted a series of
atcavks against 3 well lpg-in enemy, Hitler's mechod was thar of ‘Blitzkeeg™ -
lighening war, L'iest, and wichowr warping, aw acacks descrmved muoch al the
dufender’s aiv tarce while ic was sell on the wrownd. Secind, hoonlsers strgek ac
the defender's moad amd il cormmumicatinn, Awwemblr points and munitions
dumps, and at civilian centres. cawsing confusien and pamic, Uhicd, dive-
hombers sought our columns of marching men and bombed chem withinae
pegpite, wihile @ the saane time aarecafo machinme-gormied civilian tefupees: as they
sraght b Hee Fromm the approaching soldiers, vansing chaos on the roads. and
furtaer impeding the forwand movenient of the defending forces.

Even as che Bliczlricp came out of che sy, it also came no Lond; first i weave
alter ware of marnrized infaneey, lightoanks and susoe—drawn arllecy, pushing
ax lar aheadl av prowsible. Then heavy tanks were to drive deep ince che countrr-
z1de, bypassing cices and forcified poincs, Then. afrer 20 much damape had been
Jone and o much corricory caversed. the imtantey, che foor soldicrs of cvery
O b :irl'l.'t-r'lgl:.- 5|:|1!||’H|H|.:-:‘.| |.'|:.- :!rl!i”l_":'}'. WCrE [y ooty the: arca n|'r|.::|.|.|:.-
penstrated, to deql with wharsver resistanoe remained, and to link up with che
mechamized units of che initial scoke,

Twenty-four hours afrer the Cermarn amack on Poland. an ofbcial Palish
Coerrment communiqui ropotied ehat e Peles, of whom oeclve were anl-
d]frs.l .hﬂd b“n J{]]‘Iml 'I'I'I H_Ir ra_l,-l,l;-. il Wa rEAn, Gd}'l'llrl, Hrl-ll HI.:'-'I;_'.FHI -II"I'IE' Eonwr s,
"Two Gctman bombers were chot dwamn, and the foor occvpants atreseed after
g miraculous cieapee,” the conununiqeé nored. “when fecoy-cne German arecraft
in tormatien appearcd over castcen Warsaw on Feiday afiernoon, Prople
watched a choillizg aseval battle aver the huare ol the city, Suweral hooses
canghe fire. and the hespiral for Jewish detectve children was bormbed s
wresked”

om the: werring el Seplembaer 2, German aivcrafr bombed che railway stacion
ar the town of Kelo. A the staron stood o eeain of civilian cefugees being
evacnated from che border towrns of Janocin amd Krndoseen; o af dhem were
killed.

Hitler's an in ineading Paland was noc only €0 cegan the cecorories lest an
191 R He glan meemleed e impese Saefati rile or Polanc. Lo this end. e had
ordered chree 26 Dreath’s 1Teqad regrimenis w frllees hehind the infancry advance,
and o condoce what were called ‘police and scoorite’ mcasures behind che
Cerman lines. Theodor Licke, the commander of these throe Ten®b™s Head
rigimunes, explained whit zhese measures were to his assembled officcrs al ooe
af therr hases, Sachsenhamsen concenraticn camp. on char ficst day of ware In
protecring 1 litlec's Reich, Ricke vxplained, the v would have ro “incarcecate or
anmihilace” everv enemy of Magiem, o 1ask 13 would challenge =ven the
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“ababupe aned e dlabe sowekily” whicl the Tiein s Haad rL'.gimt;![”!ﬁ bad learoed
i.n. F]-.lf Lﬂnﬂ_frerﬂT‘ll?ll L'iI.IrIJ'I.'\-.

These worde, su byl of ferelualing, were soen translated inro action; within
a week of the Terman invasion of Poland. almose 24,000 officers and men of
the Death’s Flead regiment were ceady ro emthack nn thewr sk Onothe side of
naie ol ihe raiberay cacmapes taking Geeman seldicrs castward, someons had
werittsr i wlile paing 'We're off oo Paland ro theah the Jews.” 2Jor only Jews,
bt Preles, were ra be the victims o this war hehind che wrar, ‘U'wo days afocr
Lizke aad given his inscrocrions to the Deach’s Head eogimens, Heigricls
Haunmnler informed 55 Ceneral Udo won Wosescl dum e was 1o carry oot the
‘racdical suppresaioz af the incipicn Fulish snsurrection in che newly occopied
parts ot Dpper Silesia™. The word ‘radical’ was 2 suphemism for *rothless’

Whole willages were burnzd o the ground. Ac ' Uruskolssy, on Scpiemiaer g,
FEy-1ive Palish peasancs wees rounded upeiwmd shac, o chih] of tweo smong chem.,
At Wieruszaow, twenty Jewrs were orderesd to0 azgemble in the marker place,
among chem dsras] Lewd, a2 man of sistr-four, When his daughcer, Licks Cewi,
ran upoon Der Gichee, o Cernsan onld her o cpeen bee emach for npodenge', He
then Arod a bgller men o Ciche 1 ewd el dgwn deqdl, The CYETICY _]ews wWHEpR
chen execurczd.

i the weeks thar tallowed, such amocices became canmrepbe, widespread
ardl an an unpregedenced scale. Whils soldiers fought in battle, civilians were
brirg massacred behird the lines,

¢In the afreennan of Seprember 3. German bombers atcacked che ondefended
Pelish tarw il Bulejese, where i pesceitoe propulacion of &, 500 Poles and Pelish
Jews were sywelted by a2 further 3,000 refugers. Wishin moments, the ventre of
the town vwas ablaze, As thovsands huccied for sabery rowards the nearby woods,
Creriama plancs, Ayisg bow, opencd fice with their machine gons. 'As we weee
ronoing tutae woods, o voeng Ty, Bon Hellpan, rocalled, 'puosple were
falling, people veere on fee, That nighe che sky was red from che boming rewn's

1 3 Seprember, Brrain and Trance both declaced war oo Germany, 'The
i liate aim ol e German High Comumand”, Hitler told his commanders,
‘cermaans the rapul amd victoriows coteclosian af MICrACi NS agiLnsL TPaland.” Ac
nine o'clock thas evening, however, 2 Gernuan cubzrarin, e G- 0, comrnanduod
by Julins Lemy, rorpedoed che British passenger liner Aekenia, which 0 hadl
miztaken far an atmed ships T he Atpeniz, which was bound for Montreal from
Liverpiad, hiad sailad hefore Bzieain's declararion of war, with 1,103 passengers
on hoard, OFf the trz passenger: wha hea theis lives thac nighe, twenty-zigac
wers citizens of che Uniced Scates, Bt the Arericio Mresidecod, Fraoklin Rirse-
wvelt, wers smphatic when he brimdease 1o the Amencan people on Seprember 3
Lot s wan ot owernan thawphdessly o Falselr tallk of America sendimge s
armiusto Ryropean Rebls, At this moanene there is being prepared a proclamatien
of Amencan neutralicy.'

Confider: af a swilt 1.':ii:[|;_'|['_'!|'.| on the u'.-'t'n'irl.]:; 1ok ‘5|.:p||.'|1:||::||:r 5. Hitler lefy Bieelin
i hoard his special eain, Arenke, in which he ways no live For the nest oan
wecks amid the soenes and conpramslacions of hic first military trinmgph. Tha:
British Groverurnent, meanwlile, had puc ines operadon ite “Westzmn Air Flan
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