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he focus of Du tac au tac is to teach you how to be an active participant in
conversations. You already know a lot of vocabulary. Now you’ll learn the
communicative strategies (the glue) that help you put the words together.
Communicative strategies are phrases that allow you to participate appropriately in conversations. For example, you’ll learn phrases to ask for and
give an opinion; phrases to ask for clariication or for more information;
phrases to express your feelings (happiness, anger, irritation, etc.). Communicative strategies help native and nonnative speakers of French to communicate in real life, in real situations, with real people.
Maybe you think that you don’t have enough vocabulary to participate
in a conversation or that your grammar is not good enough. Don’t let that
stop you. You probably know a lot of vocabulary and grammar that you’ll
be able to reactivate as you learn the communicative phrases. At the same
time, there will be occasions when you’ll need new vocabulary. In many
cases, this new vocabulary is provided in the exercises. To fully express your
own situation and opinions, however, you may need to access a dictionary,
either online or in print.
Obviously, the central part of a conversation course is the work you
do in class. Your success in class, however, will depend on the preparatory
work you do for homework. Du tac au tac provides speciic assignments—
listening, reading, working with vocabulary, and communicative strategies.
In-class activities are directly linked to the vocabulary and information
you’ve acquired while doing the homework assignments. Your success and
the success of your classmates will depend on how conscientiously and
thoroughly you’ve prepared for class. In this regard, we make the following
suggestions:

■ Listen to each segment of the CD several times; the more authentic
French you hear, the more likely you are to internalize the rhythm, the
intonation, and the phrasing.
■ Read ahead, so as to anticipate what you’ll be doing in class and why.
■ Practice as much as possible—either by yourself or, when possible, with
other students.
Finally, a word about the audio, which is available to students via the
Du tac au tac website at www.CengageBrain.com. For the most part, the
conversations in the audio recordings represent spontaneous and authentic
French. In other words, what you’ll hear is the way native speakers really
talk. Authentic French is usually spoken very rapidly; in addition, French
does not make clear distinctions between words but only between groups of
words. he combination of these two features oten makes French diicult
to understand—particularly for English speakers who are used to a slower
rhythm and to clear lines of demarcation between words. Consequently,
you probably won’t understand everything in a conversation the irst time
you hear it. Don’t let that discourage you! Listen to it several times with the
help of the exercises in the book. he combination of relistening and getting familiar with some of the expressions will probably help a great deal.
If necessary, to deinitively verify your comprehension, you can consult the
audioscript at the end of the book. A word of caution! Reading the audioscript should be the last thing you do. First, you should always make every
efort to understand as much as possible by just listening to the recordings.
hat’s the only way to develop your ability to understand French speakers
in real life.
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We encourage you to be creative with the tasks assigned in Du tac au tac and to
have fun interacting with your instructor and classmates. And don’t forget the many
Internet resources (e.g., TV and radio news broadcasts, iTunes segments) that you
can use to support the work you’re doing in this course. he more French you listen
to, the better.

x To the Student
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Le jeu de la conversation
Conversation is like a ball game. A good player knows…
■ how to get the ball rolling (how to start a conversation)
■ how to catch it (how to react)
■ how and in which direction to throw it back (how to keep the

conversation going)
■ how to keep it in bounds (how to stay on the topic)
■ how to anticipate the other players’ moves (how to be prepared

for what others might say)

Sergei Bachlakov/Shutterstock.com

hese strategies are at least as important as having the right ball (grammar) and the right equipment (vocabulary and other linguistic features).
Maybe you think that you don’t have enough vocabulary to participate
in a conversation, or that your grammar is too weak. Don’t let that
prevent you from playing the conversation game! You probably know
more vocabulary and grammar than you realize, and what you really
need to learn are the communicative strategies (the glue) that allow
you to combine what you know into meaningful communication.
Communicative strategies help native and nonnative speakers alike
to interact in real life. Communicative strategies are the phrases that
help make conversations hang together (e.g., asking for and giving advice, asking for
information, stating an opinion, expressing feelings, etc.). In the classroom you can’t do
without them when you want to talk with your fellow students or your instructor.
If you watch the students who speak a lot, you’ll notice that they don’t always know
French better than others; they do, however, make good use of what they know and they
don’t worry too much about making mistakes. hey encourage others to talk by asking
for clariication or opinions, they build on what others have said, they buy time to think
or ind alternate ways of saying things, they know how to sound really good even if their
French is still a bit shaky. hey’re willing to take risks with the language and they use
some strategies to manage conversations. With the guidance provided in Du tac au tac
and by your instructor, you too can acquire efective conversation skills in French.
However, before you get into extensive conversations with someone you don’t know,
it helps if you irst become acquainted with the person. he following activities give
you the chance to introduce yourself to your new classmates and to your instructor.

Entre nous: Pour démarrer
If you think about your own language, you know that there are diferent ways to say
hello and goodbye. he formality or informality of these irst exchanges is determined by the context: Are both people young? Are they fellow students? Is one
person much older? Is he or she a new colleague? Is he or she an instructor?
2

Chapitre 1
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E Découvertes. One way to ind something out about someone is to ask
follow-up questions about a piece of information that has already been provided.
Use the form below to give information about yourself. Put your name in the middle. hen write down the four items of information in each corner. Now introduce
yourself to another student in the class and show your information to him/her. He or
she will then ask you follow-up questions to get more details from you (qui, quand,
pourquoi, comment, où, qu’est-ce que, quel). Ater you’ve answered the questions,
look at your partner’s information and ask follow-up questions. When you’re done,
say goodbye to each other.

?

intérêts

programme d’études

?

Nom

?

couleur préférée

meilleur(e) ami(e)

?

F Trouvez quelqu’un qui… Provide the following autobiographical details
in the blanks below.
Je m’appelle
J’ai des parents (relatives) + lieu
Je suis étudiant(e) en

6
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Je suis né(e) + lieu
Le week-end, j’aime
Le soir, je préfère
Je suis + trait caractéristique

Now use the following survey and, for each item, try to ind a diferent student whos
information corresponds to your own. Do this by irst introducing yourself to a student, then asking the appropriate question. If the answer you get is the same as your
information, ill in the student’s name in the blank. hen move on to another studen
and repeat the procedure.
Trouvez quelqu’un qui…

1. habite où vous habitez. ______________________________________________

2. a la même spécialisation que vous. _____________________________________

3. est né dans la même région. __________________________________________

4. aime faire la même chose le week-end. __________________________________

5. préfère faire la même chose le soir. _____________________________________

6. a les mêmes traits de caractère que vous. ________________________________

G Ce que j’ai découvert. Now explain to the whole class what you found
out in Exercise F. For example: «Comme moi, Hilary est née dans l’ouest des EtatsUnis. Elle est née en Californie; moi, je suis né(e) en Arizona.»

Participer à une conversation
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Chez vous 1
A faire!
■ Planning Strategy, Ex. H
■ A l’écoute, Ex. I, J
■ Stratégies communicatives, Ex. K, L, M

he Chez vous sections of the book represent the activities that you’re asked to complete as homework assignments in preparation for in-class activities (Entre nous).
In the irst of these activities, the Planning Strategy, you provide phrases and expressions in English that allow you to accomplish particular linguistic tasks. In doing so,
you’ll bring to mind how you get things done in English. As you progress through
the chapter you’ll probably ind French equivalents for your English expressions,
and you’ll get an accurate sense of the importance of communicative strategies in
conversation.
In another set of activities, A l’écoute, you’ll do a series of listening comprehension
activities using the audio that accompanies the textbook.
hen you’ll do a series of activities that activate the French vocabulary that you already
know and learn new communicative strategies to develop your conversational skills.

Planning strategy
H How do I…? Pretend that you’re tutoring your Senegalese friend in English.
Answer your friend’s questions by suggesting some useful phrases and expressions.
Write your suggestions in English in the spaces provided.
1. What expressions can I use to show that I’m surprised at something that was said?

2. How can I ask someone for clariication of a point or to give me additional
information?

3. What expressions will help me to get someone’s attention or to interrupt the
conversation so that I can say something?

8
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