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DEDICATION

We dedicate this work to both of our parents to whom we are greatly indebted - our fathers: the lat
Mr. Mohammad Mehdi Peiravi, and Mr. Charles Henry Morgan, and our mothers who are alive an
whom we and our children love and are still under their spiritual protection and loving support: Mr
Talat Sheikh Peiravi and Mrs. Betty June Morgan.
Dr. Ali Peira
Ms. Lisa Zaynab Morga
peiravi@netscape.n
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TRANSLATORS’ FOREWORD

We thank God the Almighty for the opportunity granted to us to undertake the preparation of
DIVINE PERSPECTIVE ON RIGHTS after the successful completion of THE COMPLETE EDITIO
OF THE TREATISE ON RIGHTS by the fourth religious leader in the line of the Prophet of Go
(MGB)[1], Ali ibn al-Hussein known as Imam Sajj¡d (MGB) for his extended prostrations to God.
DIVINE PERSPECTIVE ON RIGHTS that is authored by Mr. Ghodratullah Mashyekhi is
commentary on Imam Sajj¡d’s “THE TREATISE ON RIGHTS.” We translated this commentary int
English for the interested readers. Regarding the references to verses of the Holy Quran, we hav
exactly cited for coherency using an available translation of the Quran into English by Mr. Abdulla
Yusuf Ali (May God Reward Him). The Translation of the Holy Quran that we used is the following:
THE HOLY QURAN
Text, Translation, Commentary and Notes Large Size (1 Volume)
Abdullah Yusuf Ali (English & Arabic).

We have rewritten parts of the book to make it up-to-date. To include the state of the art knowledg
we have added many footnotes, references to and verses from the Bible where appropriate.
We are partly indebted to our son Mehdi Peiravi for his assistance in the typing and layout of th
book, our daughter Maryam Peiravi for her assistance in the translation of The Treatise On Righ
from Arabic, and her sister Talat June Peiravi for her poetic contribution to this book. We are als
indebted to the Ansarian Publications for supporting this work and completing the typesetting of th
book, their staff and their respectable translators who have spent time to read the initial manuscri
and made many useful suggestions to enrich the work. May God grant them their reward. We warml
welcome any suggestions made by the readers that might help us learn about our mistakes an
shortcomings, and help us improve our future works.
Dr. Ali Peiravi
Ms. Lisa Zaynab Morgan
peiravi@netscape.net
[1] Stands for May God Bless.
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RESPECT EVERYONE’S RIGHTS
You should respect everyone’s right
Be they old, young or full of might,
Be they for you an adversary
Or if they ever made you happy.
The greatest right is that of God’s.
You should obey him and no other gods.
Our body parts too have certain rights
Such as not viewing forbidden sights.
Our relatives have many rights
Be it our parents, brothers or our wives.
There are also rights for our deeds
Be it charity, supplications or holy feeds.
All people have certain rights
Be they our teachers, or citizens nation-wide.

Talat June and Ali Peira
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Although this book is written by Ghodratullah Mashayekhi and is a commentary on The Treatise o
Rights, it is actually considered to be authored by the fourth Imam - Ali ibn al-Hussein (MGB) - sinc
he is the author of The Treatise On Rights. The commentator has just given more details about wh
the Immaculate Imam (MGB) has said. Imam Sajj¡d (MGB) is the son of Imam Hussein (MGB) an
Shah Banu. According to some narrations, he was born on Sha’ban 5, 660 A.D.[1] and becam
martyred on Muharram 12, 717 A.D.[2] by Walid Ibn-e Abdol Malik. When he was born, hi
grandfather Imam Ali (MGB) was controlling the affairs of the government. He experienced thre
years of the Alavi Caliphate[3] and a short period of Imam Hassan’s government, which lasted fo
only several months.
He witnessed the saga of Karbala that took place in 683 A.D.[4] and survived the day of Ashura. I
accordance with the Divine decree, Imam Hussein (MGB) appointed him as the people's next lead
after Imam Hussein’s (MGB) martyrdom at Karbala. Imam Sajj¡d (MGB) who was also present ther
was ill and unable to join the fight against the forces of Yazid. Thus, he was not martyred. During hi
journey from Karbala, he delivered speeches in the towns of Kufa and Damascus, and he informed th
people of his father's holy intentions. In this way, he disgraced Yazid.
Imam Sajj¡d (MGB) liked the orphans, the poor, and the handicapped to come to his house and b
his guests. He used to give food and clothing to many families who were poor and needy. Imam Sajj¡
(MGB) was so earnest in worshipping God that he was called ‘Zayn al-Abidin’, which means ‘th
adornment of the worshippers’, while his title ‘al-Sajj¡d’ means ‘one who prostrates long and often
He lived for fifty-seven years, and devoted most of his efforts to reviving the spiritual aspects of th
society. Hence, Imam Sajj¡d's life and statements were entirely devoted to asceticism and religiou
teachings. His religious teachings are in the form of invocations and supplications. Having witnesse
the unpleasant social situation of that era during which religious values were deviated and change
Imam Sajj¡d (MGB) attempted to establish a divine relationship between the people and Go
Consequently, he was able to touch the hearts of the people and the people were deeply influenced b
his words and his life style. His famous supplications are well-known as “al-¯a¦¢fah al-Sajj¡diyyah
About three decades of the Imam's life were devoted to the revival of spiritualism in the society. Th
book is one of his most outstanding teachings. It is a master document on Islamic human rights, whic
not only covers human rights, but also includes the rights of God, our body parts, and our deeds. T
any intelligent reader who ponders deeply about the contents of this valuable document on rights,
immediately becomes clear that Islam has already established the first document on rights near
fourteen centuries ago. However, unfortunately in our modern world, there are those who claim t
respect human rights, but they do so only superficially.
[1] The year 38 A.H. according to the Iranian calendar.
[2] The year 95 A.H. according to the Iranian calendar.
[3] The period of the Caliphate of Imam Ali (MGB).
[4] The year 61 A.H. according to the Iranian calendar.
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INTRODUCTION

In the Name of God, Most Beneficent, Most Merciful
َ أو، أ َو ﺳ ﻜ َﻨﺔ ﺳ ﻜ َﻨﺘﻬﺎ،ﻚ ﻓﻲ ﻛﻞ ﺣﺮﻛ َـﺔ ﺗﺤﺮﻛ ْﺘﻬﺎ
ٍَﻣﻨ ْﺰِﻟﺔ
َ ﻪ أ َن ﻟﻠﻪِ ﻋ َﻠ َﻴ ْـ
َ ﻤـ
ُ ﺣ
ِ ﻣ
ِ ﻢ َر
ً ﺤﻴﻄ َـ
ِ َ ﺔ ﺑـ
ُ ﻚ
َ ْ
ُ ﻘﻮﻗًـﺎ
ُ ﻚ اﻟﻠ
َ ﺣ
ْ َ ﻋ ْﻠ
َ َ ْ ْ َـ َ ٍ َـ
ََ َ َ ٍ َ َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ ْ ق اﻟﻠﻪِ ﻋ َﻠ َﻴ
ْ َ ﻪ ﻟ ِﻨ
ُ ﺣ
ِﺴـ ﻪ
ِ ﻔ
ِ ﻀـﻬَﺎ أﻛ ْﺒ َُﺮ
َ ْﻣﺎ أو
ُ  وَأﻛ ْﺒ َُﺮ.ﺾ
ُ ْ ﺑ َﻌ،ﺖ ﺑﻬَﺎ
َ ِﺟﺎر
َ ْ أو،ﺰﻟ ْﺘ َﻬَـﺎ
ُ َ ﺟﺒ
َ ﻚ
َ ْﺼـﺮﻓ
َ َ ﺣـ ﺔٍٍ ﻗَﻠﺒ ْﺘ َﻬَﺎ وَآﻟ َـﺔٍٍ ﺗ
ْ ﻣ
ِ ﻘﻮ
ٍ ْﻦ ﺑ َ َﻌ
َ
َ ﻣ
َ ِ ﻦ ﻗَْﺮﻧ
َ ﺴ
َ ْ ﻪ ﻋ َﻠ َﻴ
َ ﺎَر
ُ ﺻ
ﻚ ﻋ َﻠ َﻰ
ْ َ ﻚ ﻟ ِﻨ
َ َﻪ ﺗ
ُ ﺤ
ِ َ ﻚ إﻟ َﻰ ﻗَﺪ
ِ ﻚ
ِ ﻔ
ِ َق و
ِ ك وَﺗ َﻌَﺎﻟ َﻰ
َ ْ ﺛ ُﻢ أو.َ ﻔﺮع
ُ ْ ﻞ اﻟ
َ ﻦ
ُ َ ﺟﺒ
ُ ْ ﻣﻨ
ْ ﺣﻘﻪِ اﻟﺬ ِي ﻫُﻮَ أ
ْ ﻣ
ْ ﻣ
ِ ﻘﻮ
َ ﺣ
ﻚ
ِ ِﺟﻮَار
َ ف
ِ ا ِﺧﺘ ِﻼ.
Know God have mercy upon you that God has rights incumbent upon you and that thes
encompass you in every motion through which you move, every rest which you take, every way statio
in which you reside, every limb which you employ, and every instrument which you use. Some o
these rights are greater than others. And the greatest of God's rights incumbent upon you is what H
has made incumbent upon you for Himself the Blessed and the Exalted from His rights: that which
the root of all rights from which others branch out. Then there are those that He has made incumbe
upon you in yourself, from your crown to your foot, according to the diversity of your organs.
َ ْ ﻚ ﻋ َﻠ َﻴ
َ ِ ﺟﻠ
َ ْ ك ﻋ َﻠ َﻴ
َ ِ ﺣﻘﺎ وَﻟ ِﻴ َـﺪ
َ ْ ﻚ ﻋ َﻠ َﻴ
َ ِ ﺴﺎﻧ
َ ْ ﻚ ﻋ َﻠ َﻴ
َ ِﻤ ﻌ
َ ك ﻋ َﻠ َﻴ ْـ
َ ِﺼـﺮ
َ ﺠ ﻌ َـ
ﺣﻘﺎ
َ ﻚ
ْ ِﺣﻘﺎ وَﻟ ِﺮ
َ ﻚ
َ ﻚ
َ ﻚ
َ ﻚ
َ
َ ِ ﺣﻘﺎ وَﻟ ِﻠ
َ ِ ﺣﻘﺎ وَﻟ
ْ ﺴـ
َ َ ﻞ ﻟ ِﺒ
َ
ْ
َ
َ
ْ
ُ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ ﺟ ﻌ َـ
ُ ن اﻷﻓْﻌَـﺎ
ﺟﻞ
َ ِ ﺣﻘﺎ وَﻟ
َ َﻞ ﻋ َﺰ و
َ  ﺛ ُﻢ.ل
ُ ح اﻟﺴﺒ ْﻊُ اﻟﺘ ِﻲ ﺑﻬَـﺎ ﺗ َﻜﻮ
ُ ِﺠـﻮَار
َ  ﻓَﻬَـﺬ ِهِ اﻟ،ﺣﻘﺎ
َ ﺟـ ﻚ ﻋ َﻠﻴ ْـﻚ
َ ِﺒ َﻄﻨ ِـﻚ ﻋ َﻠﻴ ْـﻚ
ِ ﻔْﺮ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ ْ ﻚ ﻋ َﻠ َﻴ
َ ِ ﻓْﻌَﺎﻟ
َ َﺠ ﻌ
ﺣﻘﺎ
ُ ﺣ
ِ ْﺼﻮ
َ ﺣﻘﺎ وَﻟ ِﻬَـﺪ ْﻳ ِﻚ ﻋ َﻠﻴ ْﻚ
َ ﺼـﺪ َﻗَﺘ ِﻚ ﻋ َﻠﻴ ْﻚ
َ ﻣﻚ ﻋ َﻠﻴ ْﻚ
َ ﺼـﻼﺗ ِﻚ ﻋ َﻠﻴ ْﻚ
َ َﻘﻮﻗًﺎ ﻓ
ُ ﻚ
َ ِ ﺣﻘﺎ وَﻟ
َ ِ ﺣﻘﺎ وَﻟ
َ ِﻞ ﻟ
َ ﺟﺒﺔِ ﻋ َﻠ َﻴ
َ ِﻚ إﻟ َﻰ ﻏ َﻴ ْﺮ
َ ْ ﻣﻨ
َ ْ ﻚ ﻋ َﻠ َﻴ
َ ِ وَﻷ َﻓﻌَﺎﻟ.
ﻚ
ُ ﺤ
ُ ﺤ
ِ ك
ِ ُﻘﻮق
ُ ْ ﻦ ذ َوِي اﻟ
ُ ْ ج اﻟ
ُ  ﺛ ُﻢ ﺗ َﺨُﺮ.ﺣﻘﺎ
َ ﻚ
ِ ق اﻟ ْﻮَا
ْ ﻣ
ِ ﻘﻮ
He established for your sight a right incumbent upon you, and your hearing a right incumbent upo
you, and your tongue a right incumbent upon you, and your hand a right incumbent upon you, and you
legs a right incumbent upon you, and your stomach a right incumbent upon you, and your private pa
a right incumbent upon you. These are the seven organs through which deeds take place. Then th
Mighty and the High established for your deeds rights incumbent upon you. Then He established fo
your ritual prayer a right incumbent upon you, and your fasting a right incumbent upon you, and you
charity a right incumbent upon you, and your offering a right incumbent upon you, and your deeds
right incumbent upon you. Then the rights extend out from you to others who have rights incumbe
upon you.
َ
َ ﻤ
َ ِ ﻋﻴﺘ
َ ِ ﻘﻮقُ أ َﺋ ِﻤﺘ
َ ْ ﺟﺒ ُﻬَﺎ ﻋ َﻠ َﻴ
َ َ ﻘﻮقٌ ﻳ َﺘ
ُ ﺤ
ُ ﺣ
ُ ﺣ
ُ ﺣ
ُ ﺣ
ُ ﺣ
ِ ﻘﻮقُ َر
ِ ﻘﻮقُ َر
ُﻘﻮق
ِ ﺐ
ِ ﺣ
ُ َ ﻓ:ٌﻘﻮق
ُ ﻣﻨ ْﻬَﺎ
ُ ﺸـ ﻌ
ُ ِ ﻓَﻬَﺬ ِه.ﻚ
ُ ﻚ ﺛ ُﻢ
ُ ﻚ ﺛ ُﻢ
ُ ﻚ
َ ْو
َ ٌ ﻚ ﺛ َﻼﺛ َـ
َ ﺴ
َ ﺴ
َ ﺴ
َ ْ ﺟﺒ ُﻬَﺎ ﻋ َﻠ َﻴ
َ ﻤﺘ ِـ
ﺲ
ِ ِ ﺳﺎﺋ
ِ ِ ﺳﺎﺋ
ِ ِ ﺳﺎﺋ
ِ ْ ﻤﻠ
َ  ﺛ ُﻢ،ِ ﻚ ﺑﺎﻟ ْﻌِﻠ ْﻢ
َ ﻚ
َ ْﺔ أ و
َ  وَﻛ ُﻞ،ﻚ
َ ﺣﻖ
َ ن ﺛ ُﻢ
َ ﺣﻖ
ُ ْ ﻚ ﺑﺎﻟ
ِ ﻚ ﺑﺎﻟﺴﻠ ْﻄ َﺎ
ٍٍ ِ ﺳﺎﺋ
َ
َ ِ ﻋﻴﺘ
َ ﻋﻴﺘ ِـ
َ ﺟﺒ ُﻬَـﺎ ﻋ َﻠ َﻴ ْـ
َ ﻋﻴﺘ ِـ
َ ِ ﺠﺎﻫ
ﺔ
ُ ﺣ
ِ ﻞ َر
ِ ﺣﻖ ر
ِ ﺣﻖ َر
ِ ﻘﻮقُ َر
ُ ﻋﻴ
ٌ ﻚ ﺛﻼ ﺛ َ ـ
َ ْ  ﻓَﺈن اﻟ،ِ ﻚ ﺑﺎﻟ ْﻌِﻠ ْﻢ
َ  ﺛ ُﻢ،ﻚ ﺑﺎﻟﺴﻠ ْﻄ َﺎن
َ ﻚ
َ ْﺔ أ و
ُ َ و.م
ٌ ﻣـﺎ
َ
َ
َ
َ
ْ
ْ
ْ
ْ
َ
ن
ِ ﺣﻖ َر
ِ ﺖ
ِ ﻚ
ِ ﻤﻠ
َ َ و،ِ اﻟﻌَﺎﻟ ِﻢ.
َ ْ ﻦ اﻷﻳ
َ ﻣﻠﻜ
َ ﻣﺎ
َ َﻦ اﻷْزوَاِج و
ُ ﻋﻴﺘ ِﻚ ﺑﺎﻟ
ِ ﻤﺎ
َ ﻣ
َ ﻣ
And the most incumbent of them incumbent upon you are the rights toward your leaders, then th
rights toward your subjects, and then the rights toward your relations of kin. And from these righ
other rights branch out. The rights of your leaders are three-fold: The one most incumbent upon you
the right of him who trains you through authority, then the right of him who trains you throug
knowledge, then the right of him who trains you through property. And each trainer is a leader. An
the rights of your subjects are three-fold: The one most incumbent upon you is the right of those wh
are your subjects through authority, then the right of those who are your subjects through knowledge
for the man of ignorance is the subject of the man of knowledge. And then the right of those who ar
your subjects through property, such as wives and those owned by the right hand[1].

َ
َ ﺣﻖ أ َﺑﻴ
َ ﺣﻖ أ ُﻣ
َ ْ ﺟﺒ ُﻬَﺎ ﻋ َﻠ َﻴ
َ ﻤ
ﺣﻖ
َ ْ ﺣﻢ ِ ﻓِﻲ اﻟ
َ ﺔﺑ
ُ ﺣ
ِ ل اﻟﺮ
ِ ﻘﻮقُ َر
ٌ َ ﺼـ ﻠ
ِ ﻣﺘ
ِ ﺣ
َ ﻚ ﺛ ُﻢ
َ ﻚ ﺛ ُﻢ
َ ﻚ
َ ْﻘَﺮاﺑ َﺔِ ﻓَﺄو
ُ
ُ ٌ ﻚ ﻛ َﺜ ِﻴَﺮة
َ ﻘـﺪ ْرِ اﺗ
ِ ﺼﺎ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
ْ
َ
ْ
ـ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
ُ ل ﻓَﺎﻷو
ُ ب وَاﻷو
ﺔ
ِ ﺣﻖ أ
ُ َ ﺠﺎرِﻳ
َ ﻣﻮْﻻك اﻟ
َ  ﺛ ُﻢ،ﻤﻨ ْﻌِﻢ ِ ﻋ َﻠﻴ ْﻚ
َ  ﺛ ُﻢ.ل
ُ ب ﻓَﺎﻷﻗَْﺮ
ُ ﺧﻴـﻚ ﺛ ُﻢ اﻷﻗَْﺮ
َ َ ﺪ ِك ﺛ ُﻢ
َ ﺣﻖ
ُ ﻣﻮْﻻك اﻟ
َ ﺣﻖ
َ ِ ﺻـﻼﺗ
َ ﻣـ
َ ﻣﺆ َذﻧ ُـ
َ ْ ف ﻟ َـﺪ َﻳ
َ ﻤﺘ ُـ
ﺣﻖ
ِ ﻣﺎ
َ  ﺛ ُﻢ،ﻚ
َ  ﺛ ُﻢ،ِﻚ ﺑﺎﻟﺼﻼـة
َ  ﺛ ُﻢ،ﻚ
ِ ﻤﻌُْﺮو
َ  ﺛ ُـﻢ،ِﻚ ﻋ َﻠ َﻴ ْـﻪ
َ ﺣـ ﻖ إ
ُ ﺣـ ﻖ
َ ْ ﺣـ ﻖ ذ ِي اﻟ
َ
َ ﻚ ﻓِ ﻲ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
ُ
ُ
ُ
ُ
ُ
ُ
ـ
َ
ﺣﻖ
ﻢ
ﺛ
،
ﻪ
ﺒ
ﻟ
ﺎ
ﻄ
ﺗ
ي
ﺬ
ﻟ
ا
ﻚ
ﻤ
ﻳ
ﺮ
ﻏ
ﻖ
ﺣ
ﻢ
ﺛ
،
ﻚ
ﻟ
ﺎ
ﻣ
ﻖ
ﺣ
ﻢ
ﺛ
،
ﻚ
ﻜ
ﻳ
ﺮ
ﺷ
ﻖ
ﺣ
ﻢ
ﺛ
،
ﻚ
ﺒ
ﺣ
ﺎ
ﺻ
ﻖ
ﺣ
ﻢ
ﺛ
،
ك
ر
ﺎ
ﺟ
ﻖ
ﺣ
ﻢ
ﺛ
،
ﻚ
ﺴ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ ِ
ِ ِ
ِ ﻠ ِﻴ
ُ ِ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
ُ ُ
َ
َ
ِ َ
َ ﻤ
َ ْ ﻋﻲ ﻋ َﻠ َﻴ
َ ﻤ
َ ِ ﺧﻠ ِﻴﻄ
َ ُ ﻚ اﻟﺬ ِي ﻳ ُﻄ َﺎﻟ ِﺒ
َ ﻤ
 ﺛ ُﻢ،ِﻋﻲ ﻋ َﻠ َﻴ ْﻪ
َ ﺣﻖ
َ ﺣﻖ
َ ﺣﻖ
ِ ﻚ اﻟﺬ ِي ﺗ َﺪ
ِ ﻤﺪ
ِ ﺼـ
ِ ﺼـ
ِ ﺮِ ﻳ
َ  ﺛ ُﻢ،ﻚ
َ  ﺛ ُﻢ،ﻚ
َ  ﺛ ُﻢ،ﻚ
ُ ْ ﻚ اﻟ
ْ ﺧ
ْ ﺧ
َ
َ ْ ﻣﻨ
َ َ ﺻِﺢ ﻟ
َ ﺤ
َ ْ ﺸﻴﺮِ ﻋ َﻠ َﻴ
َ ِﺸﻴﺮ
 ﺛ ُﻢ،ﻚ
ِ ﺼ
ِ ﻦ ﻫُﻮَ أﻛ ْﺒ َُﺮ
ِ ﺣﻖ اﻟﻨﺎ
ِ ْ ﺴﺘ َﻨ
ِ ﻤ
ِ َ ﺴﺘ
َ  ﺛ ُﻢ،ﻚ
َ  ﺛ ُﻢ،ﻚ
َ  ﺛ ُﻢ،ﻚ
َ  ﺛ ُﻢ،ك
ْ ﻣ
ْ ﻣ
َ ﺣﻖ
ُ ﺣﻖ
ُ ْ ﺣﻖ اﻟ
ُ ﻖ
ْ ﻣ
َ
َﻘﻮل أو
َ
َ
َ
ْ
َ
َ
َ
ُ
ُ
ُ
ِ ﺻـ ﻐَُﺮ
َ ﻣﻦ
َ  ﺛﻢ،ﻪ
َ  ﺛﻢ،ﺳﺎﺋ ِﻠ ِﻚ
َ  ﺛﻢ،ﻣﻨ ْـﻚ
َ ﻣ
َ ﻣﻦ
َ ﺣﻖ
َ ِﺟَﺮى ﻟﻚ ﻋ َﻠﻰ ﻳ َـﺪ َﻳ ْﻪ
َ ﺣﻖ
ُ َ ﺳﺄﻟﺘ
َ ﺣﻖ
َ ﻖ
ْ ﻦ ﻫُﻮَ أ
ٍ َ ْ َ ﺴﺎَءة ٌ ﺑ
َْ ﻣ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
َ
ﻞ
َ ﺴـ ﺮةٍ ﺑـﺬ َﻟ ِﻚ ﺑ
ً ﻣﻠﺘ ِـﻚ ﻋ َـﺎﻣ
ِ ﻞ
ِ ٍ ﻪ أوْ ﻏﻴ ْﺮِ ﺗ َﻌَﻤﺪ
ِ ٍ ﻦ ﺗ َﻌَﻤﺪ
َ ﺔ ﺛ ُﻢ
َ  ﺛ ُﻢ،ﻪ
َ ﻣ
ُ ْ ﻣﻨ
ُ ْ ﻣﻨ
َ ْﻞ أ و
ِ ْﺣ ﻖ أ ﻫ
ِ ﺣ ﻖ أ ﻫْـ
ٍ ل أ وْ ﻓِ ﻌ ْـ
ٍ ْﻘـﻮ
ٍ ﻌ ْـ
ْ َﻞ ﻋ
َ
َ
َ
َ
ُ
ـ
َ
ْ
ْ
ﻣﺎ
َ ﺔﺑ
ُ ﺤ
ِ ِﻘـﺪ ْر
ُ ﺠﺎرِﻳ َـ
َ َﻪ ﻋ َﻠﻰ ﻗ
ِ ﺼـﺮ
ْ ﻞ اﻷـ
َ ﻘﻮقُ اﻟ
ُ  ﺛ ُﻢ اﻟ،ِـﺬﻣﺔ
ْ ف اﻷ
َ ﻀﺎِء
ُ ﻪ اﻟﻠ
ُ َ ﻦ أﻋ َـﺎﻧ
َ ِ  ﻓَﻄﻮﺑ َﻰ ﻟ.ﺳـ ﺒ َﺎب
َ َ ل وَ ﺗ
ِ ﺣﻮَا
ِ ﻋﻠ
ْ ﻤ
َ
َ
َ ﻘﻮﻗِﻪِ وَوَﻓ
ُ ﺣ
ِ ِﺐ ﻋ َﻠﻴ ْﻪ
ُ ﻦ
َ ﺟ
َ ْ أ و.
َ َﻪ و
ُ ﺳﺪد َه
ُ ﻘ
ْ ﻣ
And the rights of your relations of kin are multi-fold: they hold according to the degree of closene
of the relationship. Then the most incumbent one upon you is the right of your mother, then the righ
of your father, then the right of your child, then the right of your brother, then the next nearest, an
then the next nearest, and the most worthy, and then the next most worthy. Then there is the right o
your master who favors you[2], then the right of the slave, the servant whose favors reach you[3], the
the right of him who treats you kindly, then the right of your caller to prayer, then the right of you
prayer leader, then the right of your sitting companion, then the right of your neighbor, then the righ
of your companion, then the right of your partner, then the right of your property, then the right of th
debtor who must pay you back, then the right of your creditor who demands his debt to be paid bac
then the right of your associate, then the right of your adversary who has a claim against you, then th
right of your adversary against whom you have a claim, then the right of him who seeks your advic
then the right of him whose advice you seek, then the right of him who seeks your counsel, then th
right of him whose counsel you seek, then the right of him who is older than you are, then the right o
him who is younger than you are, then the right of him who begs from you, then the right of him fro
whom you beg, then the right of him who wrongs you either verbally or physically, then the right o
him who does something to make you happy either verbally or physically whether intentionally o
unintentionally, then the right of the people of your creed, then the right of those under the protectio
of Islam, then the rights which are incumbent upon you according to the vicissitudes of life and th
availability of means. Therefore blessed be the one whom God helps fulfill the rights that He ha
made incumbent upon him and whom He grants success therein and guides him.
[1] slaves
[2] by freeing you from slavery
[3] by the fact that you free him

Part 1
ON THE GREATEST RIGHT OF GOD

ﺣﻖ اﻟﻠﻪ اﻷﻛﺒﺮ
َ
َ
َ
َ
ﻔﻴ َ َ
ﻞﻟ َ
ﺖ ذ َﻟ ِ َ
ﺸﺮِ ُ
ﺣﻖ اﻟﻠﻪِ اﻷ َﻛ ْﺒ َُﺮ ﻓَﺈﻧ َ
ﺟ ﻌَ َ
ك ﺑ ﻪِ َ
ﻚ ﺗ َﻌْﺒ ُﺪ ُه ُ ﻻ ﺗ ُ ْ
ﻚ
ﻚ ﻋ َﻠﻰ ﻧ َ ْ
ن ﻳ َﻜ ِ
ﻔ ِ
ﺴ ﻪِ أ ْ
ص َ
ﻣﺎ َ
ﺷﻴ ْﺌﺎ ً ،ﻓَﺈذ َا ﻓَﻌَﻠ ْ َ
ﻚ ﺑﺈﺧﻼ ٍ
َ
ﻔ َ
ﻆ ﻟَ َ
ﻣﻨ ْﻬَﻤﺎ
ﺤ َ
ﻣﺎ ﺗ ُ ِ
ﻣَﺮ اﻟﺪﻧ ْﻴ َﺎ وَاﻵ ِ
ﺤﺐ ِ
ﺧَﺮةِ وَﻳ َ ْ
ﻚ َ
.أ ْ
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1 - RIGHTS OF GOD

Then the greatest right of God incumbent upon you is that you worship Him without associatin
anything with Him. When you do that with sincerity, He has made it binding upon Himself to give yo
sufficiency in the affairs of this world and the next and to keep for you whatever of them[1] that yo
like.
[1] The pleasures of this world and the life to come

AIMS OF THE PROPHETS

Certainly one of the major aims of the Prophets was to invite mankind to worship God, and fig
against paganism:
“For We assuredly sent amongst every People an apostle, (with the Command), "Serve God, an
eschew Evil": of the People were some whom God guided, and some on whom error became inevitab
(established). So travel through the earth, and see what the end of those who denied (the Truth
was.”[The Holy Quran Na¦l 16:36]
The divine call to the Unity of God and the fight against paganism was the aim of all the Prophet
Thus, they did their best to guide man away from worshipping the moon, the sun, the idols, cows o
even other men. The Prophets directed man to worship God.

MAN’S INTRINSIC BELIEF IN UNITY

Worshipping God and being humble to Him is intrinsic in man’s nature. This naturally exists in a
men, and has been manifested throughout history. The Noble Prophet of Islam (MGB) said:
َ
ِﺴﺎﻧ ِﻪ
ِ ﻣﻮْﻟ ُﻮد ٍ ﻳ ُﻮﻟ َﺪ ُ ﻋ َﻠ َﻰ اﻟ
َ ﻤﺠ
َ ُ ﻔﻄ َْﺮةِ ﻓَﺄﺑ َﻮَاه ُ ﻳ ُﻨ َﺼَﺮاﻧ ِﻪِ وَﻳ ُﻬَﻮد َاﻧ ِﻪِ وَﻳ
َ ﻛ ُﻞ.
“Each baby is born inherently innocent and God-worshipping. It is due to his parents that h
becomes a Christian, a Jew or a Magian.”[1]
Psychologists have outlined this intrinsic tendency of mankind towards God-worshipping and hav
called it “inclination towards excellence.” They say that man has an inclination to find the truth th
leads him to study philosophy and science. Thus, man is naturally inclined to seek the truth. Th
sense starts from childhood and extends throughout our lifetime. The child’s sense of curiosity and th
many questions he asks his parents is a sign of this. The child wants to discover the truth about th
various causes of Creation and its underlying secrets. Man is inclined to moral ethics and nob
characteristics. He enjoys honesty, and doing good deeds just as he loves the beauties such as lake
rivers, and the woods. Man does not need any reasoning for these tendencies. Likewise, man
inherently inclined towards the absolute Perfection, Beauty and Knowledge - the One that is the sourc
of all perfections. Regarding man’s God-inclined nature the Holy Quran says:
“So set thou thy face steadily and truly to the Faith: (Establish) God's handiwork according to th
pattern on which He has made mankind: no change (let there be) in the work (wrought) by God: that
the standard Religion: but most among mankind understand not.”[The Holy Quran Rum 30:30]
In the above verse, man’s nature has been referred to as “God’s handiwork” or “pattern on which H
has made mankind.” We can notice the following points in the above verse:
1 - The coordination between divine regulations and human nature
2 - The intrinsic inclination of man to submit to God, which is called Islam and the one who does s
is called a Muslim
Regarding this intrinsic human inclination to God, Imam Ali (MGB) said:
َ ﺚ ﻓﻴﻬﻢ رﺳﻠ َﻪ وواﺗﺮ إﻟ َﻴﻬ
ِﻣﻴﺜ َﺎقَ ﻓِﻄ َْﺮﺗ ِﻪ
ِ ﻢ
ْ َ ﻢ أﻧ ْﺒ ِﻴ َﺎَءه ُ ﻟ ِﻴ
ْ ُﺴﺘ َﺄد ُوﻫ
ْ ِ ْ ِ َ َ َ َ ُ ُ ُ ْ ِ ِ َ َﻓَﺒ َﻌ.
“Then God appointed His Apostles among them and sent the Prophets one after another so that the
ask the people to honor their natural divine inclinations.”[2]
In another sermon we read:
… ُ ﻔﻄ َْﺮة
ْ ﻤﺔ اﻹ
ِ ص ﻓَﺈﻧﻬﺎ اﻟ
َ ِ وَﻛ َﻠ.
ِ ﺧﻼ
“The statements of Unity and Purity of God are indeed in harmony with man’s intrinsic nature.”[3]
[1] Manshoor-i-Javid, v.2, p.58.
[2] Nahjul Balaghah, Sobhi Salih, Sermon No. 1.
[3] Nahjul Balaghah, Sobhi Salih, Sermon No. 110.

TURNING TO GOD AT TIMES OF HARDSHIP

Man’s turning to God during times of calamities is a sign of our inclinations to Godliness. Man ge
involved with his position and status so much that he forgets about God. He gets fully entangled in h
sins and disobedience. Once a calamity befalls upon man, he suddenly remembers God and turns
Him for help. Thus, we realize that this sense of Godliness is intrinsic in humans, but man
involvement in worldly affairs results in his forgetting God. There is a well-known tradition that state
that a man went to see Imam Sadiq (MGB) and expressed his amazement about the recognition o
God. He said: “I have discussed this issue with many knowledgeable people, but they have not bee
able to help me.” Imam Sadiq (MGB) ended his amazement using his intrinsic human Godliness an
asked him: “Have you ever been aboard a ship?” The man said: “Yes.” Then Imam Sadiq (MGB
asked: “Have you ever been on a sinking ship, and reached out for a narrow piece of board to sta
afloat?” The man said: “Yes. I have.” Then Imam Sadiq (MGB) said: “Then while you could not se
any dry land or anyone there to save you, were you not really attracted to some power to rescue you?
The man replied in the positive and was finally relieved of his amazement about God
recognition.”[1]
Now that we have recognized the intrinsic nature of man’s inclination to God, and that the Prophe
were appointed to invite man to honor this intrinsic Godliness, we will attend to the first and mo
important rights as described by Imam Sajj¡d (MGB) - that is worshipping God and abandonin
paganism. First, we should see what is meant by worshipping and paganism, and what acts a
considered worshipping or related to paganism.
[1] Al-Shafi, v.1, p.40.

THE MEANING OF WORSHIPPING

Worshipping is defined as expressing one’s insignificance and being humble. This is not proper unles
it is done for God who is the possessor of all nobility, blessings, beauties and grandeur. There are tw
forms of worshipping. One form of worshipping is what we see when one prostrates to God and
absolutely subjected to His will. The second form of worshipping is the voluntary verbal form
which we are invited[1]. The difference between obedience and worshipping is that obedience is use
for God and the people too, while worshipping is exclusively used for God. One can be obedient to h
parents, spouse or God, but he can worship only God.
[1] Al-Mofradat, article on “Abd” or worshipping.

THE MEANING OF SERVANT IN THE QURAN

There are two meanings for the Arabic word ‘abd’ meaning servant as used in the Holy Quran. Th
Almighty God said:
“O’ ye who believe! The law of equality is prescribed to you in cases of murder: the free for th
free, the slave for the slave, the woman for the woman.”[The Holy Quran Baqarah 2:178]
In another verse the Almighty God said:
“God sets forth the Parable (of two men: one) a slave under the dominion of another; he has n
power of any sort.”[The Holy Quran Na¦l 16:75]
We also note the following verse of the Holy Quran that says:
“Not one of the beings in the heavens and the earth but must come to (God) Most Gracious as
servant.”[The Holy Quran Maryam 19:93]
Servant has been defined to mean man, whether free or a slave. [1]The second meaning of servant
a sincere worshipper of God, as we read in the following verses of th[1]e Holy Quran:
“O’ ye that are sprung from those whom We carried (in the Ark) with Noah! Verily he was
devotee most grateful.”[The Holy Quran Bani Israil 17:3]
“Glory to (God) Who did take His servant for a Journey by night from the Sacred Mosque to th
farthest Mosque.”[2][The Holy Quran Bani Israil 17:1]
“Commemorate Our Servant Job. Behold, he cried to his Lord: The Evil One has afflicted me wi
distress and suffering!"[The Holy Quran Sad 38:41]
In these verses the second meaning is used for servant, and the Prophets Noah (MGB), Job (MGB
and Muhammad (MGB) have been introduced to be the best of God’s servants. There are two forms o
obedience to God. One form is obeying his decrees regarding what is forbidden and what is legitima
as in the following verses:
"Verily, I am God: There is no god but I: So serve thou Me (only), and establish regular prayer fo
celebrating My praise.”[The Holy Quran Ta-Ha 20:14]
“I have only created Jinns and men that they may serve Me.”[The Holy Quran al-Dh¡riy¡t 51:56]
“There are among men some who serve God, as it were, on the verge: if good befalls them, they ar
therewith, well content; but if a trial comes to them, they turn on their faces: they lose both this wor
and the Hereafter: that is loss for all to see!”[The Holy Quran Hajj 22:11]
The other meaning of worshipping or servitude is self-humiliation accompanied by the recognitio
of God’s Majesty, and His absolute Perfection and Purity. Therefore, when we talk about servitude o
God in Islam, we mean that man should be freed from the servitude of all except God, especially th
kings, the rulers or the chiefs. We must realize that all harm or benefit is in the control of God, an
none of the material powers in the world can bring us any harm or gain. God the Almighty said:
Say: "Will ye worship, besides God, something which hath no power either to harm or benefit you
But God, - He it is that heareth and knoweth all things."[The Holy Quran Maida 5:76]
In another verse He said:
"For ye do worship idols besides God, and ye invent falsehood. The things that ye worship beside
God have no power to give you sustenance: then seek ye sustenance from God, serve Him, and b
grateful to Him: to Him will be your return.”[The Holy Quran Ankabut 29:17]
In another verse we read:
“O’ ye people! Adore your Guardian-Lord, who created you and those who came before you, that y
may have the chance to learn righteousness.”[The Holy Quran Baqarah 2:21]
[1] Aqrab al-Mawarid.

[2] This refers to the ascension of the Prophet of God (MGB) via a creature called Al-Boraq whic
carried the Prophet from the al-Haram Mosque in Mecca to al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem. The Arab
word ‘Alboraq’ comes from the word ‘Barq’ which means light. We also know that the angels ar
created from light and therefore this might imply that the ascension was a transportation based on th
speed of light, as we see in the modern theory of relativity by Albert Einstein.

THE RANGE OF WORSHIPPING IN ISLAM

Here we will address the question of the range of worshipping in Islam. Worshipping does not impl
just one’s action. Rather it applies to an extensive number of actions. It is similar to a deeply roote
tree with its many branches. Various actions are considered to be worshipping. We will briefly discus
them below.
1- Gratitude is worship
Expressing one’s gratitude is defined as worshipping in many of the verses of the Holy Quran. Fir
let us define gratitude, and then review some of the relevant verses of the Holy Quran. Expressin
one’s gratitude has been defined to be the act that is either verbal or spiritual and mental. It implie
respect for and humbleness before the One who has sent us His Blessings for which we must b
grateful. Another form of gratitude is the proper application of blessings that we are given. Fo
example, one way of expressing our gratitude for the eyes is looking at the Signs of God and takin
heed therefrom:
Say: "Behold all that is in the heavens and on earth"; but neither Signs nor Warners profit those wh
believe not.”[The Holy Quran Yunus 10:101]
Imam Ali (MGB) said:
َ ُ َاﻷﺑﺮار( ﻏ َﻀﻮا أ َﺑﺼﺎرﻫُﻢ ﻋ َﻤﺎ ﺣﺮم اﻟﻠﻪ ﻋ َﻠ َﻴﻬﻢ ووﻗ.
(ﻢ
َ َ ّ ْ َ َ ْ
ْ ﻔﻮا أ
ْ ُﻢ ﻋ َﻠﻰ اﻟﻌِﻠ ْﻢ ِ اﻟﻨﺎﻓِِﻊ ﻟ َﻬ
ْ ُﻤﺎﻋ َﻬ
َ ﺳ
ُ
َ َ ْ ِ
ُ
“The pious ones close their eyes to the forbidden sights, and dedicate their ears to hearing usef
knowledge.”[1]
Imam Ali (MGB) said:
ُ .
ﻪ
َ ﻤﺔٍ اﻟﻮََرع ُ ﻋ َﻤﺎ
َ ﺣﺮ
ُ م اﻟﻠ
َ ْﺷﻜ ُْﺮ ﻛ ُﻞ ﻧ ِﻌ
"Gratitude for each blessing is piety, abstinence and avoiding the divinely forbidden things.”[2]
Therefore, we should not use the resources that God has provided for us in order to commit sins.
[1] Nahjul Balaghah, Sermon on The Pious Ones, 193.
[2] Safinat ul-Bihar, v.1, p.710.

USAGE OF GRATITUDE IN LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT
Scientists today have classified the encouraging effects of gratitude of managers and leaders o
their workers. When managers express their gratitude for the way the workers perform their dutie
they are encouraged and work harder. On the other hand, if the managers do not care about the wa
their workers perform their duties and do not thank them, they will be discouraged and might even n
do their basic duties. Imam Ali (MGB) said:
َ ِ  ﻓَﺈن ﻓِﻲ ذ ٰﻟ،ﺳﻮاٍء
َ َ ﻋﻨ ْـﺪ
،ن
ِ ﺴـ ﻲُء
ِ ﻤ
ِ ﺤ
ْ ن ﻓِﻲ اﻹ
ْ ﻞ اﻹ
ْ ﻤ
َ ٍﻤﻨـﺰِﻟ َـﺔ
َ ِك ﺑ
ُ ﻦ وَاﻟ
ُ ْ ﻻـ ﻳ َﻜ ُﻮﻧ َﻦ اﻟ
ِ ﺣﺴﺎ
ِ ﺣﺴﺎ
ِ ْﻚ ﺗ َْﺰﻫ ِﻴـﺪا ً ﻹﻫ
ُ ﺴ
ِﻞ اﻹﺳﺎَءةِ ﻋ َﻠ َﻰ اﻹﺳﺎَءة
ِ ْوَﺗ َﺪ ْرِﻳﺒﺎ ً ﻹﻫ.
“You should not consider good-doers and wrongdoers as equal, since this will lead to indifferenc
in the good-doers and daring to sin in the wrongdoers.”[1]
Regarding this issue the Holy Quran says:
“Shall We then treat the People of Faith like the People of Sin? What is the matter with you? Ho
judge ye?”[The Holy Quran Qalam 68:35-36]
This implies that faithful people are different from people who commit sins.
[1] Nahjul Balaghah, Sobhi Salih, Letter No. 53.
MORAL ASPECTS OF GRATITUDE

Gratitude consists of the following:
1Recognition of the blessing and the one who has bestowed it
2Being humble to the one who has done us good, and being pleased with the blessing
3Using the blessings for the purpose intended for it by the donor of the blessing
Imam Sadiq (MGB) said the following regarding the recognition of blessings:
َ ﻣ.
ُ ﻘﺪ ْ أ َدى
ﺷﻜ َْﺮﻫَﺎ
َ َﻘﻠ ْﺒ ِﻪِ ﻓ
َ ِ ﺔ ﻓَﻌََﺮﻓَﻬَﺎ ﺑ
ً ﻤ
َ ْﻪ ﻋ َﻠ َﻴ ْﻪِ ﻧ ِﻌ
ُ ﻢ اﻟﻠ
َ َﻦ أﻧ ْﻌ
ْ َ
“Whoever recognizes that something he received is a blessing from God has indeed expressed h
gratitude.”[1]
Imam Sadiq (MGB) said:
ُ َ وَأ َد ْﻧ َﻰ اﻟﺸﻜ ْﺮِ ُرؤ ْﻳ.
ِﻦ اﻟﻠﻪ
ِ ِﻤ ﺔ
َ ْﺔ اﻟﻨﻌ
َ ﻣ
“The lowest level of gratitude is to recognize that God is the source of the blessings that w
receive.”[2]
Imam Ali (MGB) said:
َ
َ ﺤ
ْ  وَاﻟﺘ،ٌﻣﻠ َﻖ
َ ﺤ
ِ ق
ِ ﻘ
ِ اﻟﺜﻨ َﺎُء ﺑ ِﺄﻛ ْﺜ ََﺮ.
ٌ ﺴﺪ
َ ْﻋ ﻲ أ و
ْ ِ ﺳﺘ
ْ ِ ﺳﺘ
َ ﺣ
ْ ﻦ اﻹ
ْ ﻦ اﻹ
َ ق
َ ﻣ
ِ ﻘﺎ
ِ ﻘﺎ
ِ َ ﺼﻴُﺮ ﻋ
“Exaggerating about someone’s good qualities is a form of boasting and flattery. Insufficien
appreciation of people is a sign of jealousy or one’s own inability.”[3]
We mentioned that God considers our being thankful for His blessings to be a form of worshipping
The following verses of the Holy Quran point this out:
“O’ ye who believe! Eat of the good things that We have provided for you, and be grateful to God,
it is Him ye worship.”[The Holy Quran Baqarah 2:172]
“Nay, but worship God, and be of those who give thanks.”[The Holy Quran Zumar 39:66]
Great divine men have been grateful to God because of His blessings. The Almighty God said:
In order that ye may sit firm and square on their backs, and when so seated, ye may celebrate th
(kind) favor of your Lord, and say, "Glory to Him Who has subjected these to our (use), for we coul
never have accomplished this (by ourselves).”[The Holy Quran Zukhruf 43:13]
Solomon expresses his gratitude for God’s blessings as we read in the following verse:
So he smiled, amused at her speech; and he said: "O my Lord! So order me that I may be gratef
for Thy favors, which thou hast bestowed on me and on my parents, and that I may work th
righteousness that will please Thee: And admit me, by Thy Grace, to the ranks of Thy righteou
servants."[The Holy Quran Naml 27:19]
2 - Earning a Living as a Form of Worshipping
Another deed that is considered to be worshipping God is working in order to earn a livin
legitimately so that one does not become needy of others. In this regard, the Holy Quran says:
“And when the Prayer is finished, then may ye disperse through the land, and seek of the Bounty o
God: and celebrate the Praises of God often (and without stint): that ye may prosper.”[The Holy Qura
Jumu’a 62:10]
This verse implies that we can go to work even after the congregational Friday prayers. Even th
Prophet (MGB) went to the bazaar after the prayers.[4] Imam Baqir (MGB) quoted on the authority o
God’s Prophet (MGB):
َ
ل
َ ﺐ اﻟ
ُ َ ﻀﻠ ُﻬَﺎ ﻃ َﻠ
َ ْﺟْﺰءا ً أﻓ
ُ ن
َ ﺳﺒ ْﻌُﻮ
َ ُ اﻟﻌِﺒ َﺎد َة.
ِ ﺤﻼ
“There are seventy parts in worshipping, the highest of which is seeking to earn a legitima
income.”[5]
Abu Hamzeh quoted the following on the authority of Imam Baqir (MGB):
َ
ً َ ْﺳـ ﺘ ِﻌ
ِﻣ ﺔ
ِ م اﻟ
ِ َ ﺟﺎرِهِ ﻟ
َ َﻪ ﻋ َﺰ و
َ ﺳـ ﻌْﻴﺎ ً ﻋ َﻠ َﻰ أﻫْﻠ ِﻪِ وَﺗ َﻌَﻄﻔﺎ ً ﻋ َﻠ َﻰ
َ َ ﻦ ﻃ َﻠ
َ ْﺟﻞ ﻳ َﻮ
َ َس و
ْ ﺐ اﻟﺪﻧ ْﻴ َﺎ ا
َ ﻘﻴ َﺎ
َ ﻲ اﻟﻠ
َ ﻘ
ْ
ِ ﻦ اﻟﻨﺎ
ِ َ ﻔﺎﻓﺎ ﻋ
َ
ْ
ﺔ اﻟﺒ َﺪ ِْر
ﻘ
َ
ﻟ
ا
ﻞ
ﺜ
ﻣ
ﻪ
ﻬ
ﺟ
و
و
.
َ َ ﻤﺮِ ﻟ َﻴ ْﻠ
ِ
ْ
َ
ُ ُ َ َ
“Whoever strives hard in order to earn a living for his family, to be independent of others, help h

neighbors and save his honor will meet God in the Hereafter with his face shining like the fu
moon.”[6]
[1] Usul al-Kafi, v.2, p.96, tradition No. 15.
[2] Safinat ul-Bihar, v.1, p.710.
[3] Nahjul Balaghah, Fayzul Islam, Wise Saying No. 339.
[4] Tafsir-i-Nemooneh, v.24, p.128.
[5] Was¡`il al-Sh¢`ah, v.12, p.11.
[6] Ibid, Tradition No. 5.

PASSING AWAY WHILE WORKING
Mohammad ibn Ya’qoob Kolayni quoted on the authority of Ali ibn Ibrahim, on the authority of hi
father, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Shazan, on the authority of Ibn Abi Amir, on the authorit
of Abdullah Ibn Hajjaj, on the authority of Imam Sadiq (MGB) that Muhammad ibn Monkadir said: “
did not think that Ali ibn Al-Hussein (MGB)[1] might appoint some child better than Muhammad ib
Ali (MGB)[2] as his successor to lead the Muslims until one day I decided to advise him, but h
advised me instead.” He was asked about the advice he was given. He explained: “One day I wa
walking in the alleys around Medina when I ran into Imam Baqir (MGB). It was a hot day. The Imam
(MGB) had two slaves with him, and he was working hard. I thought to myself why was one of th
noble men of the Quraysh tribe working so hard on such a hot day seeking the benefits of this world.
thought I should advise him. I went to him and greeted him. The Imam (MGB) was sweating. I aske
him: “How come you who are one of the noble men of the Quraysh tribe are working so hard seekin
the benefits of this world on such a hot day? What would happen if your death approaches now? Ho
will you then answer God? Then Imam Baqir (MGB) replied: “If the angel of death comes now while
am obeying God and working to earn a living for my family to be needless of others, I have no fear.
should be worried if I was committing a sin when the angel of death arrives to take my life.” The
Monkadir said: “O’ Grandson of the Prophet (MGB)! I wanted to advise you, but you advised me!”[3
We see that Imam Baqir (MGB) considers working to earn a living to be a form of worshipping. I
another tradition Musa ibn Bukayr quoted on the authority of Imam Kazim (MGB): “Whoever seeks
legitimate income for himself and his family is like a soldier who is engaging in a holy war.”[4]
[1] Imam Sajjad (MGB).
[2] Imam Baqir (MGB).
[3] Was¡`il al-Sh¢`ah, v.12, p.9, Ch.4, Tradition No. 1.
[4] Ibid, p.11, Tradition No. 4.
SEEK YOUR SUSTENANCE FROM GOD BY HARD WORK

Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Al-Hussein quoted on the authority of Fuzayl ibn Yasar that he told Imam
Sadiq (MGB): “O’ Grandson of the Prophet! I have quit working.” Imam Sadiq (MGB) said:
َ َ ﻚ! اﻓْﺘﺢ ﺑﺎﺑ
ْ ﺴ
َ ﻪ َرﺑ
َ َﻂ رِْزﻗ
َ ِ ﻔﻌَﻞ ذ َﻟ
ﻚ
ْ َ ﻻ ﺗ.
ِ ْ ﻚ وَ أ ﺑ
َ َ ْ َ
ْ ﻚ وَ ا
َ ق اﻟﻠ
ِ ِﺳﺘ َْﺮز
“Do not do that! Open your shop’s doors and seek your sustenance from God—your Lord.”[1]
[1] Ibid, p.8, Tradition No.11.
HARD-WORKING WORSHIPPERS ARE SUPERIOR TO IDLE ONES

Ruh ibn Abdul Rahim quoted on the authority of Imam Sadiq (MGB) regarding the following verse
“By men whom neither traffic nor merchandise can divert from the Remembrance of God, nor fro
regular Prayer, nor from the practice of regular Charity: Their (only) fear is for the Day when hear
and eyes will be transformed (in a world wholly new).”[The Holy Quran Nur 24:37]
َ َ ﻘﻮا إﻟﻰ اﻟﺼﻼة وﻫُﻢ أ َﻋ ْﻈ
َ
(ﻦ
ُ َ ﺠﺎَرة َ وَاﻧ ْﻄ َﻠ
ِ ً ﺟﺮا
ِ ﻀَﺮ
ْ ﻢأ
َ ت اﻟﺼﻼة ُ ﺗ ََﺮﻛ ُﻮا اﻟﺘ
َ ﺣ
َ ب ﺗ ِﺠﺎَرةٍ ﻓَﺈذ َا
َ ﺻـﺤﺎ
ُ
ْ َ ِ
ْ ل( ﻛ َﺎﻧ ُﻮا أ
ْ ﻣﻤ
ﺠْﺮ
ِ ﻢ ﻳ َﺘ
َ ﻟ.
This verse is about people who did business, but stopped doing business whenever it was time
pray. These people will receive a better reward than those who just worship and do not work.”[1]
There are many such traditions regarding the worth of and the reward for working, but we wi
suffice with the few mentioned. Our intent is to show that working and worshipping are n
contradictory. Rather if work is done to earn a living, it is a great form of worship itself sinc
worshipping is of no value if one does not work. One must have a reasonable financial conditio
before he can sincerely attend to his worshipping. The Commander of the Faithful (MGB) said:
َ
ﻪ
َ َ ﻣﺎًء وَﺗ ُﺮاﺑﺎ ً ﺛ ُﻢ اﻓْﺘ
َ َﻦ و
ُ ﻘَﺮ ﻓَﺄﺑ ْﻌَﺪ َه ُ اﻟﻠ
َ َ ﺟﺪ
َ .
ْ ﻣ
“If one has land and water but he is poor, God will deprive him of His Mercy.”[2]
People were talking to the Prophet (MGB) about a man who was known for his abstinence, piety an
constant fasting and praying. They told the Prophet (MGB): “O’ Prophet of God! We have never foun
anyone more pious than him.” The Prophet (MGB) asked: “How does he then earn a living?” The
said: “We run his life.” Then the Prophet (MGB) said: “Then you are more pious than he is.”[3]
3 - Supplications for Worshipping
Praying or reciting supplications is a part of worshipping God. It is the means of communicatio
between man and the Lord. There are many hardships that we face which we cannot overcome b
ourselves. Sometimes we need to rely on something or someone. The best One to rely on is Go
Prayers and supplications are the means to approach God. He says:
And your Lord says: "Call on Me; I will answer your (Prayer): but those who are too arrogant
serve Me will surely find themselves in Hell - in humiliation!"[The Holy Quran Mumin 40:60]
We see that God likes us to pray and call on Him. God has promised to answer. This answering i
conditional. Prayer is itself a form of worship as we read in the following verse:
“When My servants ask thee concerning Me, I am indeed close (to them): I listen to the prayer o
every suppliant when he calleth on Me: Let them also, with a will, Listen to My call, and believe
Me: That they may walk in the right way.”[The Holy Quran Baqarah 2:186]
In the above verse, God has referred to Himself and His servants several times showing the clos
ties between Him and His servants. Praying is a form of worshipping and expressing one’s humility t
God and one’s servitude. All acts of worshipping have educational effects. Praying has som
educational effects as well. It has been reported that an Arab went to see the Prophet (MGB) an
asked: “Is God close to us so that we pray to Him, or is He far away from us and we must call Him?
The Prophet (MGB) was silent, and Gabriel descended and revealed the above verse [Baqarah 2:186
in response.
[1] Ibid, Tradition No. 14.
[2] Ibid, p.24, Tradition No. 13.
[3] Kar va Huqooq-i-Kargar, p.119.
PRAYING CURES SPIRITUAL AILMENTS
When man gets spiritual problems and develops complexes, he tries to save himself by resorting
praying. He talks to God, and asks Him for help.

CALAMITIES CAUSE MAN TO TURN TO GOD
Man inherently forgets God when he is having good times. He forgets that God has given him th
blessings that he has. However, whenever he faces calamities and sees himself stuck with man
problems, he turns to God. The Almighty God said:
“When We bestow favors on man, he turns away, and gets himself remote on his side (instead o
coming to Us); and when evil seizes him, (he comes) full of prolonged prayer!”[The Holy Quran H
Mim 41:51]
Traditions on Supplications
There is a tradition from the Prophet Muhammad (MGB) that says:
ُ اﻟﺪﻋ َﺎُء ﻫُﻮَ اﻟﻌِﺒ َﺎد َة.
“Saying supplications is a form of worshipping.”[1]
In another tradition, Imam Sadiq (MGB) was asked:
َ
َ
َ ﺧﻼ اﻟﻤﺴ ﺠﺪ ﺟﻤﻴﻌﺎ ً ﻛ َﺎ
َ ُ ل ﻓﻲ َر
َ ﻞ؟« ﻗَﺎ
ُ ﻀ
ُ ﻘﻮ
« »ﻛ ُﻞ:ل
ُ َﺎ ﺗ
َ ﺻـﻼة ً وَاﻵ
َ َﻦ د
َ ْﻤﺎ أﻓ
َ نأ
َ
َ َ ِ َ ْـ
َ ُ أﻳﻬ،ﺧُﺮ د ُﻋ َﺎًء
َ ﺣﺪ ُﻫُﻤﺎ أﻛ ْﺜ ََﺮ
ِ ﺟﻠﻴ
َ
َ
َ
َ
ْ
ـ
َ
ـ
َ
ْ
ـ
َ
ـ
َ
َ
َ
َ
ُ
َ
ﻤﻊُ ﻗ ﻮْل اﻟﻠـﻪِ ﺗ َﻌَـﺎﻟﻰ
َ ﻤـﺎ أﻓ
َ
ْ َ ﻣـﺎ ﺗ
َ ﺣ
َ ﺴـ
َ  أ.ﻤـﺎ د ُﻋ َـﺎًء
َ ُ »أﻛﺜُﺮﻫ:ﻀـﻞ؟« ﻗ ﺎل
َ ُﻦ أﻳﻬ
ُ ﻤـ
ْ ِ  »ﻗ ﺪ ْ ﻋ َﻠ:« ﻗ ﺎل.ﻦ
ْ  وَﻟﻜ ِـ،ﺖ
ٌ ﺴـ
ُ
َ وَﻗَﺎ. »
þÏTqããô$# ó=ÅftGór& öNä3s9 »  »ﻫ ِﻲ اﻟﻌِﺒﺎد َة ُ اﻟﻜﺒَﺮى:ل
“If two people enter a mosque, and one says more prayers and the other one says more supplication
which one is nobler than the other?” The Imam (MGB) replied: “Both of them are good.” He wa
asked: “Which one is nobler?” Then Imam Sadiq (MGB) replied: “The one who says mo
supplications is nobler than the other one, since saying supplications is a good form o
worshipping.”[2]
4 - Looking can be Worshipping
Islam considers any looking that results in taking heed or acquiring knowledge and recognition fo
man to be a form of worshipping. Imam Ali (MGB) said:
َ
ْ ﻤ
ِ ٍﻤـ ﺔ
ِ ﻂ
ِ ِ ﻨﻈ َُﺮ إﻟﻰ اﻟﻌَـﺎﻟﻢ
ٌ ﻋﺒﺎد َة
ِ ﺴـ
ِ ﻘ
َ ﻦ ﺑ َِﺮأﻓَـﺔٍ وََرﺣ
ُ ﻣـﺎم ِ اﻟ
َ ﻋﺒـﺎد َة ٌ واﻟﻨﻈ َُﺮ إﻟﻰ اﻹ
ِ ﻋﺒ َﺎد َة ٌ وَاﻟﻨﻈُﺮ إﻟﻰ اﻟﻮَاﻟ ِـﺪ َﻳ
ِ ﺟﻞ
ٌ ﻋﺒﺎد َة
َ َوَاﻟﻨﻈ َُﺮ إﻟﻰ اﻷِخ ﻳ َﻮَده ُ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻠﻪِ ﻋ َﺰ و.
“Looking at a scientist or a just leader, and kindly looking at one’s parents are considered to b
various forms of worshipping God. Also looking at a brother in faith who is loved for the sake of Go
is a form of worshipping.”[3]
It is clear that any kind of looking that is done for the sake of God is a form of worshipping, an
God will reward it. Therefore, when Imam Sajj¡d (MGB) says that it is one of God’s rights incumben
upon us to worship Him, it implies any of the various forms of worshipping.
[1] Majmaul Bayan, v.8, p.528.
[2] Ibid, p.529.
[3] Majmueye Var’ram, v.2, p.175.

WORSHIPPING UNDER ALL CIRCUMSTANCES

Our religion tells us that we must worship God under all circumstances. We should know that God
always present. Various states such as happiness or sadness, poverty or affluence, health or illnes
should not affect our worshipping of God. Some people only remember God when they are in troub
and need Him. The Almighty God said:
“There are among men some who serve God, as it were, on the verge: if good befalls them, they ar
therewith, well content; but if a trial comes to them, they turn on their faces: they lose both this wor
and the Hereafter: that is loss for all to see!”[The Holy Quran Hajj 22:11]
This verse implies that they only say that they worship God, but they do not whole-hearted
believe in God. They have a very weak faith. This implies that they are not in the main stream of fai
and Islam, but only on the side. Such people are not firm in their belief and might change if the
experience even minor problems. Zurarah quoted on the authority of Imam Baqir (MGB): “There a
some people who abandoned paganism and worshipped God, but they did not acknowledge the Proph
(MGB). Their worshipping sprung from pagan roots since they said: We will acknowledge him as th
Prophet of God if God increases our wealth and children.”[1]
[1] Noor ul-Saqalayn, v.3, p.437.

TAKE PLEASURE IN WORSHIPPING

Muhammad ibn Yahya quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa on the authority o
two other people on the authority of Imam Baqir (MGB) on the authority of God’s Prophet (MGB):
ﻒ
َ َﺳـ ﻨﺘ ِﻲ ﻓ
َ ﻦ
ِ ُ ﺷـ ﺮة
ِ ﻻ إن ﻟ ِﻜ ُﻞ
َ َ ﺧﺎﻟ
ِ ت
ِ َ ﺷـ ﺮة ً ﺛ ُﻢ ﺗ
ِ ٍﻋﺒﺎد َة
ُ ﻋﺒ َﺎد َﺗ ِﻪِ إﻟﻰ
َ َ و،ﻘﺪ ِ اﻫْﺘ َﺪ َى
ْ ﺻﺎَر
َ َ ﻓ،ٍﺼـﻴُﺮ إﻟﻰ ﻓَﺘ َْﺮة
َ ﻤﻦ
ْ ﻣ
َ
َ
ُ
َ
ُ
ُ ﺤ
ﺐ ﻋ َﻦ
َ َﺳﻨﺘ ِﻲ ﻓ
َ ﻦ َرِﻏ
َ ﺿـ
ْ م وَأﻓْﻄ ُِﺮ وَأ
َ ﺿﻞ وَﻛ َﺎ
َ ْ ﻘـﺪ
ُ ﺻﻮ
ُ ﺻـ ﻠﻲ وَأﻧﺎ
َ َ ﻓ.ﻚ وَأﺑ ْﻜ ِﻲ
َ  أ.ب
ُ ُ ﻤﻠ
َ َن ﻋ
ُ م وَ أ
َ ﻣﺎ إﻧﻲ أ
ٍ ﻪ ﻓِﻲ ﺗ َﺒ َﺎ
ْ ﻤ
َ
ﻲ
ِ ﺲ
ِ .
ُ َﺟ ﻲ و
ِ ﻣﻨ ْﻬﺎ
َ ْ ﺳﻨﺘﻲ ﻓَﻠﻴ
ّ ﻣﻨ
“Beware that worshipping may be accompanied by pleasure or boredom. If you take pleasure
worshipping and follow my tradition, then you will be guided. However, if you oppose my traditio
you will be lost. Beware that this is my tradition. I pray, and then I go to sleep. I fast, and then I brea
my fast. I laugh and cry. Whoever abandons my tradition is not from my nation.”[1]
He also said:
ً ﺷ ﻐﻼ
ُ ِﻔﻰ ﺑ ِﺎﻟﻌِﺒﺎد َة
َ َ ﻰ وﻛ
َ َ  ﻛ:وﻗﺎل.
ِ ﻣﻮ
ٌ َ ﻋﻈ
ِ َ ﺔ وَﻛ َﻔﻰ ﺑ ِﺎﻟﻴ
ِ ﻤﻮ
َ ت
َ ﻔﻰ ﺑ ِﺎﻟ
ِ ﻘﻴ
ً ﻦ ِﻏﻨ
“Death is the best admonition, certitude is the best wealth, and God's worship is the best job.”
Imam Sadiq (MGB) said:
َ
َ ﻪ إﻟﻰ
ِ ﺷﺮة ٌ وَﻟ ِﻜ ُﻞ
ِ ٌ ﺣﺪ
َ ﻟ ِﻜ ُﻞ أ.
ُ ُ ﺖ ﻓَﺘ َْﺮﺗ
ْ َ ﻤﻦ ﻛ َﺎﻧ
َ ِ  ﻓَﻄ ُﻮﺑ َﻰ ﻟ،ٌ ﺷﺮة ٌ ﻓَﺘ َْﺮة
ٍﺧﻴ ْﺮ
“Each person has some eagerness. For each instance of eagerness, there is also some sluggishnes
How prosperous are those who are inclined towards the good even in their times of sluggishness.”[2]
Hafs ibn Bakhtary quoted Imam Sadiq (MGB):
ُ ْ ﻻ ﺗ ُﻜ ْﺮِﻫُﻮا إﻟﻰ أ َﻧ.
َ ﻢ اﻟﻌِﺒﺎد َة
ِ ﻔ
ُ ُ ﺴﻜ
“Do not force yourself to worship God when you are tired or unwilling to do so.”[3]
[1] Usul al-Kafi, v.2, p.85.
[2] Ibid, p.86.
[3] Ibid.
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